
World War II in Europe
Key events leading to the surrender 

of Italy and Germany! 



Directions: READ THIS! 
• Now that you know how/why WWII happened, you will focus on 

key events and turning points in each region:
– THIS week: WWII in Europe  surrender of Germany/Italy

– NEXT week: WWII in Asia  surrender of Japan 

• In order to complete this week’s assignment, you must read chapter 
30 in the textbook! I’ve included page numbers – this chapter skips 
around so follow my guidelines!

• In addition to the textbook, I’ve also created review slides. 

• You should use these slides to review info from the textbook. I also 
want you to watch the review video clips to make sure you 
understand. 

• The completed worksheet is due Monday May 4th! 



Hitler’s Early Victories (1940-1942)
• In April 1940, Hitler used his powerful fighting tactics 

(blitzkrieg) to capture Denmark, Norway, Netherlands, Belgium, 
and Luxembourg paved way for invasion of France

• France was surrounded, but protected themselves using the 
Maginot Line.

• Maginot Line: armed steel concrete bunkers built after WWI, 
stretching across the German border. 

• In May 1940, Hitler sent troops around the line.

• France surrendered and sent their citizens to Britain 
evacuation & rescue mission at Dunkirk





This was HUGE! France was Germany’s 
biggest enemy so conquering them 
was a major victory for Hitler! The 

world was shocked – one world power 
being conquered by another. Britain 

was left to fight Germany alone. 



Have you seen the movie Dunkirk? So 
good! I definitely recommend! 



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/d/d2/DUNKIRK1940.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1e/British_troops_lifeboat_dunkerque.png


In Britain, the 
French commander 
Charles de Gaulle
organized a free 
French government



German expansion by 1942
Hitler controlled 
almost all of 
Europe! The 
Germans believed 
they regained the 
greatness that 
Hitler promised! 

To review Hitler’s 
powerful tactics 
and successes, 
watch this clip:
https://www.youtu
be.com/watch?v=-
4-l0MMkVXQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4-l0MMkVXQ


Battle of Britain
• After Germany’s victories in Eastern Europe & France, there 

was only one major power left in western Europe to fight.
• Great Britain.
• Since Britain was an island, Germany had to attack via air 

(“The Blitz”) massive air bombardment of industrial 
centers, railroads, communication lines, cities
– HUGE shift in war tactics! Bomb civilians NOT only military targets!

• However, Great Britain’s Royal Air Force (RAF) engaged 
German forces in defense of the nation.

• Battle of Britain- largest air assault in history.
• Both countries bombed each other continuously = massive 

destruction! High death tolls! 





To learn more about the Blitz 
and it’s impact, watch this clip: 
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=1VwY_UxXkYU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1VwY_UxXkYU


Impact on WWII
• Britain held their ground 

and did not surrender! 

• This was the first time 
Hitler tried to take a 
country and FAILED! 

• Showed Britain’s 
strength.

• Since he couldn’t defeat 
Britain, Hitler decided to 
switch his focus to the 
East  leads directly to 
his decision to invade 
the Soviet Union. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/9f/Bombing_of_London.jpg


Attack on the Soviet Union
• Remember the Nazi-Soviet 

Nonaggression Pact? Hitler 
made this with Stalin to protect 
his eastern border, but now, it 
suited him to break it. 

• Hitler launched invasion in three 
waves (see map)

• Stalin was surprised! Ordered 
use of scorched earth (Do you 
remember this from Napoleon’s 
invasion of Russia???) 

• Hitler made significant 
gains…….. Until winter hit…….



Why did Hitler invade?
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=tkfGHFWGrag

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tkfGHFWGrag


German Expansion by 1942

Hitler conquered 
portions of the 
Soviet Union. He 
made it all the way 
to the city of 
Stalingrad. Here, 
one of the biggest 
and most decisive 
battles of WWII 
would be fought. 
Stalin was NOT 
willing to surrender!



Key changes in 1941!

• Germany broke the non-aggression pact 
causing Soviet Union to join the Allied 
Powers

• Japan attacked Pearl Harbor  causing U.S. 
to join the Allied Powers

• Make a prediction: How do YOU think this is 
going to change WWII? 



Battle of 
Stalingrad

Turning point of WWII 
on the Eastern Front



Watch this clip to see the importance 
of the Battle of Stalingrad:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
gHkELWFqGKQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gHkELWFqGKQ


Stalin’s troops defend 
the city and force a 

Nazi retreat! 

HUGE SHIFT IN 
BALANCE OF POWER!



Air Warfare

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/ab/GuadHendersonManyAircraft.gif
//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b9/Royal_Air_Force_Bomber_Command,_1942-1945._CL3400.jpg




Invasion of 
Italy



Italy Surrenders
• In early 1944, Allied 

Powers had gained back 
control of Northern Africa 
and Italy

• Fascism fell from power

• Mussolini was 
overthrown

• In June 1944, Italy 
surrendered! 







Mussolini’s Death
• Italian government wanted 

to punish Mussolini for war 
crimes

• Tried to escape to 
Switzerland

• He was caught by soldiers 
and executed the next day 

• Shot by firing squad, body 
hung in city where civilians 
beat, kicked, spat, and 
stoned his dead body. 







1) After winning back 
North Africa and 
conquering Italy, Allies 
being pushing North

2) The Soviet 
Union is 
conquering land 
in East; forcing 
Nazi retreat

3) The final focus of 
Allied strategy is 
France. This would 
allow the Allies to 
completely encircle 
Germany! 

Status of WWII in Europe: 
1942-1944



D-Day
• June 6, 1944

• Largest combined 
land-sea-air battle in 
history

• Allied forces landed 
on Normandy Beach 
(France) and pushed 
the Germans back

• Turning point of 
WWII on the 
Western Front



D-Day is one of the most important battles in world history! Watch this clip to 
review it’s significance: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RIIN0Ug8wg8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RIIN0Ug8wg8








From this…..

……to this

German losses 1943-1945



Death of Hitler
• The Allies surrounded 

Germany and it became 
clear the Axis powers 
would lose.

• Hitler committed 
suicide in an 
underground bunker on 
April 30, 1945



Learn about Hitler’s final days and what this meant for the war effort 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYyWDcpPPKc&has_verified=1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYyWDcpPPKc&has_verified=1


War in Europe is over!
• Berlin fell to the Allies on 

May 2, 1945

• Germany surrenders

• May 9th: V-E Day (Victory 
in Europe)

• Germany is divided 
between Allied powers





Once you are finished, submit your 
assignment on Google Classroom! 


